
Douglas Robertson & Family 

Survived: 38 Days 

 

The Robertsons 

Accompanied by his wife, daughter, son, and twin sons, Douglas Robertson was an experienced 
sailor from Scotland who purchased Lucette, the family boat with the family's life's savings. 
While sailing to the Galapagos Islands from Panama their boat was sunk by a pod of killer 
whales. 

Already being a close knit group, the family demonstrated remarkable survival skills and were 
able to survive 38 days on their small dinghy. They collected rain droplets for drinking water, 
caught turtles and flying fish for food and sailed their way towards Central America to be 
rescued. By their 38th day, they were sighted by a Japanese fishing trawler heading towards the 
Panama Canal. Robertson had documented their adventure which inspired his book Survive the 
Savage Sea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ernest Shackleton & Crew 

Survived: 105 days 

 

Shackleton's ship Endurance 

The famous explorer Ernest Shackleton and his crew of 28 men left England aboard the ship 
Endurance (pictured above) on August 8, 1914 to fulfill his dream of crossing the South Polar 
continent from sea to sea. 

During the expedition the ship got trapped in ice. Shackleton and his men found themselves 
marooned in the Antarctic for five months. They lived on top of floating ice, fed on seals and 
kept warm by playing hockey and dog-sled racing. In April 1916, Shackleton and 5 of his men 
set off in three small lifeboats they had recovered, to find help on Elephant Island. The six men 
spent 16 days crossing 1,300 km of ocean. The six men landed on an uninhabited part of the 
island so their last hope was to cross 26 miles of treacherous mountains and glaciers until they 
finally reached a whaling station where they found help. 

Shackleton returned to rescue the men on Elephant Island and amazingly, apart from some 
missing toes from frostbites, not one member of the 28-man crew was lost. 

 
 



Titanic sinks 
At 2:20 a.m. on April 15, 1912, the British ocean liner Titanic sinks into the North Atlantic Ocean about 
400 miles south of Newfoundland, Canada. The massive ship, which carried 2,200 passengers and crew, 
had struck an iceberg two and half hours before. 

On April 10, the RMS Titanic, one of the largest and most luxurious ocean liners ever built, departed 
Southampton, England, on its maiden voyage across the Atlantic Ocean. The Titanic was designed by the 
Irish shipbuilder William Pirrie and built in Belfast, and was thought to be the world’s fastest ship. It 
spanned 883 feet from stern to bow, and its hull was divided into 16 compartments that were presumed 
to be watertight. Because four of these compartments could be flooded without causing a critical loss of 
buoyancy, the Titanic was considered unsinkable. While leaving port, the ship came within a couple of 
feet of the steamer New York but passed safely by, 

After stopping at Cherbourg, France, and Queenstown, Ireland, to pick up some final passengers, the 
massive vessel set out at full speed for New York City. However, just before midnight on April 14, the 
RMS Titanic failed to divert its course from an iceberg and ruptured at least five of its hull 
compartments. These compartments filled with water and pulled down the bow of the ship. Because 
the Titanic‘s compartments were not capped at the top, water from the ruptured compartments filled 
each succeeding compartment, causing the bow to sink and the stern to be raised up to an almost 
vertical position above the water. Then the Titanic broke in half, and, at about 2:20 a.m. on April 15, 
stern and bow sank to the ocean floor. 

 

 The Titanic     Radio message from the Titanic 

 

 

 


